
© 2024 Cato Institute

Understanding Elections Through  
Poetry Overview
B Y  S T E P H A N I E  H A S T Y

Pacing

Note: This is just one example of how to pace the unit. This is paced for a 48-minute class 

period. Each day’s lesson has a daily plan. Suggestions for poems are below. Use what you 

know works in your district, school, and classroom. The lessons are made for small groups 

but could also work with each student choosing a poem to work with or the whole class 

working on one poem.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1) Monday 

routines can 

include: 

• ●vocab  

introduction

• ●using a prompt 

for timed 

writing about 

the election 

process (see 

examples 

below)

• ●easing into 

the mini unit 

by examining 

a work of art 

or watching a 

video about 

elections in 

the United 

States and 

abroad etc.

2) Introduction 

to Elections

3) Analyzing 

Poems and 

Connecting 

Them to 

Elections

4) Day 3 

continued

5) Closing this 

mini unit might 

include finishing 

presentations, 

journal work, 

etc.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/11G_OUe_H6JCl9kf47CUTbxwnWvI63lkXWuf2p0ZJgCk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11G_OUe_H6JCl9kf47CUTbxwnWvI63lkXWuf2p0ZJgCk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17eTTVAJDc1X8Vt2zZXe3SbZRYICEF0GJwSCYgJ27wyM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17eTTVAJDc1X8Vt2zZXe3SbZRYICEF0GJwSCYgJ27wyM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17eTTVAJDc1X8Vt2zZXe3SbZRYICEF0GJwSCYgJ27wyM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17eTTVAJDc1X8Vt2zZXe3SbZRYICEF0GJwSCYgJ27wyM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17eTTVAJDc1X8Vt2zZXe3SbZRYICEF0GJwSCYgJ27wyM/edit?usp=sharing
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Resources

Note: These are just ideas of works that could be used. This list is not exhaustive. Use what 

you know works in your district, school, and classroom.

POETRY

• Teach Living Poets

• “Election Year” by Donald Hall (1984)

• “Election Day, November, 1884” by Walt Whitman

• “Ode to the West Wind” by Percy Shelley

• “Praise Song for the Day” by Elizabeth Alexander (2009)

• “The Candidate’s Letter” by John Greenleaf Whittier

• “Inaugural Poem” by Richard Blanco (2013)

• “The Ballot Is a Power” by John Pierpont

• “On the Pulse of Morning” by Maya Angelou (1993)

• “One Today” by Richard Blanco (2013)

• “The People, Yes” by Carl Sandburg (1936)

• “The Second Coming” by WB Yeats (1919)

• “Democracy” by Langston Hughes (1949)

• “A Litany for Survival” by Audre Lorde (1978)

• “To the States” by Walt Whitman (1860)

• “If We Must Die” by Claude McKay (1919)

• “The Hill We Climb” by Amanda Gorman (2021)

• “I Hear America Singing” by Walt Whitman (1860)

• “The New Colossus” by Emma Lazarus (1883)

• “Let America Be America Again” by Langston Hughes (1935)

TEACHER AIDS

• “Three Words You Need for Your Next Hard Conversation: Oops, Ouch, Whoa”

• “Mirrors, Windows, and Sliding Glass Doors” 

• “Project Zero’s Thinking Routines”

• “TP-CASTT Poetry Analysis”

• “Poetry Analysis TSP-FASTT”

• “DIDLS (Diction, Imagery, Details, Language, and Sentence Structure)”

• “Poetry Explications”

• “The Electoral Process,” iCivics

https://teachlivingpoets.com/
https://forge.medium.com/three-words-you-need-for-your-next-hard-conversation-a3e2090d043d
https://scenicregional.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Mirrors-Windows-and-Sliding-Glass-Doors.pdf
https://pz.harvard.edu/thinking-routines
https://www.readwritethink.org/sites/default/files/resources/30738_analysis.pdf
https://mseffie.com/assignments/poem-a-day/TSPFASTT.pdf
https://shirbegi.weebly.com/uploads/1/3/8/2/13820171/didls.pdf
https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/poetry-explications/
https://ed.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/electoral-process


© 2024 Cato Institute

• “Overview of the Presidential Election Process,” USA.gov  

• “Election Basics,” Crash Course, PBS

• “The Election Process Infographic,” US Embassy and Consulate in Thailand

• “Elections,” Retro Report

Common Core State Standards

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6-8.1: Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6-8.2: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze 

its development over the course of the text.

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6-8.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are 

used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings.

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6-8.2: Determine the central ideas of a text and analyze its devel-

opment; provide an objective summary.

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6-8.6: Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text 

and explain how it is conveyed.

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support 

analysis of what the text says explicitly.

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.2: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze 

its development, including how it emerges and is shaped by details.

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are 

used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings, and analyze the impact of 

specific word choices on meaning and tone.

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.1: Cite strong textual evidence to support analysis.

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.2: Analyze themes or central ideas of a text and how they 

are developed.

WRITING

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6-8.1: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and 

relevant evidence.

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and 

relevant evidence.

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to sup-

port analysis, reflection, and research.

https://www.usa.gov/presidential-election-process
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=48EZKXweGDo
https://th.usembassy.gov/
https://retroreport.org/topics/elections/
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SPEAKING AND LISTENING

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6-8.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 

(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) on grade-level topics, texts, and issues, building 

on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence 

clearly, concisely, and logically.

LANGUAGE

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-10.6: Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general 

academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 

considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

SOCIAL STUDIES

• D2.CIV.2.6-8: Explain the roles of citizens in the political process.

• D2.CIV.8.6-8: Analyze ideas and principles that influence political systems in the  

United States.

• D2.HIS.1.6-8: Explain how historical contexts influence people’s perspectives.

• D2.CIV.1.6-8: Explain the origins, functions, and structure of government.

• D2.CIV.5.9-12: Evaluate citizens’ responsibilities to uphold constitutional principles.

• D2.CIV.8.9-12: Analyze how civic virtues and democratic principles impact democratic 

participation.

• D2.HIS.14.9-12: Analyze multiple and complex causes and effects of events in history.

• D2.CIV.5.9-12: Analyze the role of citizens in shaping public policies.

• D2.CIV.8.9-12: Evaluate social and political systems to determine the extent to which they 

promote civic engagement.


